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Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  my  annual  report  for  the  year  ended  31st 
December,  1949. 

The  general  health  of  the  town  remained  good  throughout 
the  year  and  no  epidemic  of  infectious  disease  occurred.  Of 
the  exanthemata  only  measles  occurred  with  any  frequency. 

The  vital  statistics  approximate  to  the  average  of  a 
number  of  years. 


SECTION  A. 

GENERAL  STATISTICS 

Area  (in  acres) . . 

Population — 1931  Census  . 

Estimated  Civilian  Population — Mid  1949 
Estimated  Total  Population — Mid  1949 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  . 

Rateable  Value . 

Product  of  Penny  Rate  . 

Loan  Debt  ...  ...  ...  ... 


VITAL  STATISTICS 


Male 

Live  Births  .  42 

Female 

26 

Total 

68 

Legitimate  . 

40 

26 

Illegitimate  . 

2 

England  & 
Wales 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  population 

•  •  • 

11.0 

16.7 

Still  Births 

•  •  • 

1 

Still  Birth  Rate 

•  •  • 

0.16 

0.39 

Male 

Female 

Total 

Deaths  ...  ...  ...  ... 

40 

50 

90 

England  & 
Wales 

Death  Rate  per  1,000  population 

•  •  • 

14.6 

11.7 

Corrected  Death  Rate 

•  •  * 

10.8 

Deaths  from  Maternal  Causes 

•  •  • 

Nil 

Maternal  Mortality  ... 

•  •  • 

— 

0.98 

Deaths  of  Infants  under  1  year 

•  •  • 

3 

Infant  Mortality  . 

*  •  • 

44 

32 

The  chief  causes  of  death  were:— 

INFECTIOUS  CAUSES: 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis .  3 

Whooping  Cough .  I 

i , 


2,098 

5,131 

6,150 

6,155 

1,785 

£45,148 

£173 

£243,603 
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GENERAL  CAUSES: 

Heart  Disease 

13 

Cancer 

12 

Arteriosclerosis 

12 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage 

10 

Coronary  Thrombosis 

9 

Senility 

9 

Bronchitis 

5 

Disease  of  the  Liver 

2 

Disease  of  the  Prostate  ... 

2 

Nephritis  ...  . 

2 

Gastric  Ulcer 

1 

Pneumonia  ...  . 

1 

Suicide  . 

1 

Accidental  ...  . 

2 

Other  Causes  . 

2 

INFANTS  UNDER  1  YEAR: 

Congenital  ...  . 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

Intra  Cranial  Haemorrhage 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

•  •  • 

1 

Prematurity . 

...  •  •  • 

1 

Total  ... 

90 

AGE  OF  DEATH 

Age  at  Death 

TABLE 

Male 

Female 

Infants  under  1  year 

2 

1 

1-5  . 

1 

2 

5-15  . 

— 

— 

15-25  . 

— 

— 

25-35  . 

— 

— 

35-45  . 

— 

— 

45-55  . 

4 

3 

55-65  . 

5 

7 

65-75  . 

13 

9 

Y5  and  over  . 

15 

28 

Total 

40 

...  90 

50 

SECTION  B. 

GENERAL  PROVISIONS  OF  THE  HEALTH  SERVICES 

The  year  was  the  first  full  one  after  the  implementation 
of  the  National  Health  Service  Act,  and  much  praise  and 
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Criticism  has  naturally  accrued.  However,  from  the  point 
of  view  of  the  general  health  of  this  district  in  particular,  no 
noticeable  change  has  occurred,  although  there  is  some 
evidence  that  certain  sections  of  the  population,  particularly 
the  women  and  some  of  the  fixed  lower  income  groups, 
including  pensioners,  have  been  better  cared  for,  at  least 
they  have  had  the  financial  fear  of  approaching  their  doctor 
lemoved. 


Maternity  Accommodation.  The  deplorable  lack  of  mater¬ 
nity  accommodation  for  the  district  remained  as  acute  as 
ever  during  the  year,  but  at  the  time  of  writing  the  technical 
difficulties  which  heretofore  have  prevented  St.  Michael’s 
and  Endmoor  at  Whitchurch  being  used  have  been  resolved 
by  the  Medical  Committee.  This  formidable  obstacle  having 
been  negotiated,  there  is  now  a  real  hope  that  we  are  nearing 
the  winning  post  and  that  this  lamentable  gap  in  the  public 
service  will  be  closed. 

Ambulance  Services.  The  new  ambulance  service  is  ad¬ 
ministered  by  the  Ambulance  Officer  of  the  Devon  County 
Council  stationed  at  Exeter,  but  is  run  and  managed  by  the 
St.  John  Ambulance  Association.  As  is  well  known,  this 
section  has  always  been  particularly  efficient  and  has  con¬ 
tinued  so  under  the  new  management. 

It  may  not  be  inappropriate  to  note  briefly  the  general 
set-up  of  the  conveyance  of  patients.  The  parent  hospitals 
for  major  and  specialist  work  are  centered  in  Plymouth,  but 
there  are  three  authorities  administering  the  ambulances 
wffiich  feed  these  hospitals — the  Devon  County  Council,  the 
Cornwall  County  Council  and  the  Plymouth  County  Borough. 
Although  there  is,  according  to  the  Act,  complete  freedom  of 
movement  within  and  without  these  authorities,  there  are  at 
times  practical  difficulties  where  it  would  appear  more 
logical  for  the  ambulance  services  to  be  administered  by  the 
Hospital  Management  Committee  for  the  whole  of  its  area. 
The  precedent  for  this  would  be  the  previous  arrangement 
for  infectious  cases  based  on  the  Isolation  Hospital  which 
adequately  and  efficiently  covered  the  area. 

Hospital  Administration.  The  area  is  covered  by  the  Ply¬ 
mouth,  South  Devon  and  East  Cornwall  Hospital  Manage¬ 
ment  Committee  and  as  far  as  can  be  ascertained  the  public 
are  well  satisfied  with  their  treatment. 
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SECTION  C. 


SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  IN  THE  AREA 

Water  Supply 

Sufficiency .  The  year  1949  proved  to  be  one  of  almost 
exceptional  drought  and  along  with  the  majority  of  small 
local  authorities  within  the  realm  your  water  supply  failed 
during  the  summer  and  early  autumn  months. 

An  intermittent  supply  was  first  introduced  on  1st  July 
and  throughout  the  period  to  6th  October  the  supply  was 
shut  off  for  the  whole  of  the  night,  and  during  the  more 
serious  period  of  the  drought  the  supply  was  only  on  from 
6.30  a.m.  to  1  p.m.  This  is  a  most  unsatisfactory  situation, 
and  it  is  noted  that  reference  to  this  possibility  was  made 
in  1945. 

Early  in  September  the  shortage  was  so  acute,  in  spite 
of  the  above  economies,  that  arrangements  were  made  to 
augment  the  existing  supply  by  means  of  surface  streams 
in  the  Kilworthy  area.  The  water  in  these  streams,  though 
known  to  be  fairly  heavily  polluted,  was  satisfactorily  puri¬ 
fied  by  means  of  chlorine.  It  was  necessary  to  introduce  this 
water  into  the  Kilworthy  supply  during  the  period  8th-14th 
September  and  again  during  29th  September-6th  October. 

As  you  are  well  aware,  the  question  of  an  adequate  and 
unending  supply  of  water  to  your  town  has  been  paramount 
for  many  years.  It  is  well,  therefore,  to  look  at  the  problem 
from  a  fairly  wide  angle.  Two  points  immediately  cross 
one’s  mind — (i)  are  the  gathering  grounds  at  Kilworthy 
equal  to  augment  the  present  supply?  and  (ii)  if  not,  is  it 
necessary  to  go  to  outside  sources  or  to  others  within  your 
boundary  to  provide  this  necessary  amenity? 

With  regard  to  (i),  it  has  always  been  held  by  senior 
members  of  the  Council — many  of  whom  are  not  now  with 
us — that  the  gathering  grounds  at  Kilworthy  could  supply 
an  adequate  supply  for  the  present  population  and  one  much 
greater.  This  empirical  view  is,  in  my  opinion,  borne  out 
by  two  facts.  Firstly  the  present  method  of  gathering  water 
is  little  better  than  tapping  surface  and  shallow  subsoil 
levels,  and  secondly,  a  study  oF  the  geological  formation — 
a  large  area  of  roughly  1,000  acres  of  water-bearing  lava 
— leads  one  to  accept  this  view.  It  must  be  pointed  out  that 
on  the  southern  side  of  this  formation  water  is  delivered 
constantly  during  all  seasons  but  no  effort  has  been  made 
to  tap  the  supply  on  the  rock  bed  beneath  the  rubble  in  the 
Wallabrook  Valley. 
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If  this  inexpensive  research  should  riot  yield  the  antici¬ 
pated  results  one  is  left  with  the  alternative  of  (ii)  above. 
With  regard  to  this,  only  two  sources  may  be  mentioned — 
(a)  the  River  Tavy,  which  has  some  things  to  commend  it, 
and  (b)  the  suggested  supply  from  Wilminstone  Quarry. 
Whh  regard  to  the  latter  I  feel  that  the  danger  to  the  public 
health  from  possible  gross  pollution  from  one  of  the 
labourers  working  in  the  quarry  (which  is  entirely  un¬ 
controlled  medically  )  is  so  great  as  to  preclude  this  supply 
— the  water  is  also  highly  ferruginous.  I  would  therefore 
recommend,  as  an  immediate  step  to  relieve  the  shortage, 
that  (i)  the  enormous  wastage  of  water  in  the  town  be 
looked  into,  and  (ii)  that  the  suggested  harnessing  of  deeper 
water  at  Kilworthy  be  proceeded  with. 

Quality .  Samples  of  water  from  the  mains  were  taken 
daily  during  the  two  emergency  periods  and  submitted  for 
bacteriological  examination.  A  total  of  sixteen  samples  was 
taken,  eadh  of  which  was  found  to  be  in  Class  1  of  the 
Ministry  of  Health’s  Classification  for  piped  supplies. 

In  addition,  the  normal  quarterly  samples  for  bacterio¬ 
logical  examination  were  taken  from  each  of  the  two 
supplies,  the  samples  being  taken  from  the  distribution 
mains  after  the  water  had  been  chlorinated.  Each  one  of 
the  eight  samples  taken  was  found  to  be  quite  satisfactory, 
falling  into  Class  1  of  the  Ministry  Classification. 


The  following  are  the  results  of  chemical  examinations  of 
samples  taken  on  the  13th  December,  1949 : — 


Chlorine  present  as  Chlorides  ... 

Kilwortliy 

Intake 

1.3 

Sandy  Park 
Intake 

1.6 

Nitrogen  present  as  Nitrites 

0 

0 

Nitrogen  present  as  Nitrates 

0.21 

0.36 

Phosphates  ... 

very  slight 

— 

Sulphates 

trace 

Free  Carbon  Dioxide 

— 

— 

Total  Hardness  equivalent  to  Calcium 
Carbonate  . 

4.7 

5.2 

Temporary  Hardness  (annulled  by  boil- 
)  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  •  ■  •  • 

1.5 

2.4 

Permanent  Hardness  (not  altered  by 
boiling) 

3.2 

2.8 

Saline  Ammonia  . 

0.0004 

0.0004 

Albuminoid  Ammonia  ... 

0 

0 

Oxygen  absorbed  in  4  hours  at  27 °C  ... 

0.015 

0.01 
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Oxygen  absorbed  immediately  ... 

— 

— 

1 ^ o s d  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

0 

0 

Copper 

0 

0 

i ri e  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

0 

0 

Iron  in  solution 

0 

0 

Iron  in  sedimentary  form 

0 

0 

Manganese  ...  . 

0 

0 

Total  Solid  Constituents  ... 

8.0 

11.0 

Organic  Matter  observed  in  igniting  the 
Solid  Constituents 

None 

None 

Free  Chlorine  ...  . 

•  •  • 

0 

0 

Hydrogen  Ion  Concentration  equivalent 
to  p.H.  ...  . 

6.3 

6.6 

Plumb o -solvency .  On  no  occasion  has  lead  been  found  in 
a  sample  submitted  for  chemical  examination  neither  have 
repeated  tests  made  by  myself  revealed  this  metal. 

Supply  from  piped  mains.  The  great  majority  of  dwellings 
have  a  piped  supply  direct  to  the  house.  A  small  proportion 
are  served  from  the  piped  supply  by  standpipe. 

Treatment.  Both  the  main  supply  from  Kilworthy  and 
the  subsidiary  supply  from  Sandy  Park  are  chlorinated  by 
simple  chlorination  and  a  residual  of  .15  p.p.m.  is  secured. 
Occasional  complaint  of  taste  is  received. 

Sewerage 

The  main  sewage  disposal  plant  at  Crowndale  continues 
to  operate  satisfactorily,  the  system  being  treatment  in 
sedimentation  tanka  followed  by  land  irrigation,  the  final 
effluent  being  discharged  into  the  river.  A  smaller  plant  on 
similar  lines  is  situated  on  the  opposite  side  of  the  river  at 
East  Crowndale  and  serves  part  of  the  Whitchurch  area. 
This  plant  also  has  operated  satisfactorily  during  the  past 
year.  Samples  of  each  effluent  and  also  samples  of  river 
water  from  points  above  and  below  each  outfall  were  taken 
during  October  and  submitted  for  examination.  The  reports 
state  that  each  sample  of  effluent  was  satisfactory  and  that 
the  samples  of  river  water  were  characterised  as  being 
from  a  clean  river. 

Swimming  Bath 

The  swimming  bath  in  the  town  proved  popular.  Three 
samples  of  the  bath  water  were  taken  for  bacteriological 
examination,  and  in  each  case  the  result  was  satisfactory. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  AREA 


One  hundred  and  sixty  visits  and  revisits  were  made 
to  premises  as  a  result  of  complaints  received  regarding 
sanitary  defects.  Several  defects  were  remedied  as  a  result 
of  verbal  intimation  to  the  owner  concerned.  In  addition 
twenty-eight  informal  notices  w'ere  served  and  one  Statutory 
Notice  was  served  and  complied  with. 

Disinfections  and  Disinfestations.  Twelve  premises  were 
disinfected  by  formalin  fumigation  after  the  occurrence  of 
infectious  diseases.  Nine  premises  were  sprayed  with  D.D.T. 
insecticide  owing  to  infestations  of  bugs,  fleas  and  cock¬ 
roaches. 


Factories  Acts,  1937  and  1948 


1.  Inspections. 


Number  of 

Premises 

(i) 

Number 

on 

Register 

(2) 

Inspec¬ 

tions 

(3) 

Written 

Notices 

(4) 

Occu¬ 

piers 

Prose¬ 

cuted 

(5) 

(i)  Factories  in 
which  Sections 
1,2,  3,  4,  and 

6  are  to  be 
enforced  by 
Local  Authori- 
ities  ... 

36 

48 

*  ____ 

(ii)  Factories  not 
included  in  (i) 
in  which  Sec¬ 
tion  7  is  en¬ 
forced  by  the 
Local  Autho¬ 
rity  ... 

36 

39 

(iii)  Other  Premises 

3 

8 

— 

— 

Total 

75 

95 

— 

— 
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2.  Cases  in  which  Defects  were  found. 


Number  of  cases  in  which 
Defects  were  found 

1 

1  Number 
of  cases 
|  in  which 

Particulars 

(i) 

Found 

(2) 

1  ' 

Reme¬ 

died 

(3) 

Reft 
To  H.M. 
Inspec¬ 
tor 

(4) 

rred 

By  H.M. 
Inspec¬ 
tor 

(5) 

prose¬ 

cutions 

were 

insti¬ 

tuted 

(6) 

Want  of  Cleanliness 

13 

12 

— 

— 

Overcrowding 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable 

Temperature 

— 

_ 

— 

— 

Inadequate 

Ventilation  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Ineffective 

drainage  of  floors  ... 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary 

Conveniences  : 

(a)  Insufficient  ... 

4 

9 

1 

. 

( b )  Unsuitable 
or  defective  ... 

— 

• 

— 

(. c )  Not  separate 
for  sexes 

i 

— 

— 

— 

Total  . 

18 

14 

— 

1 

— 

Weather 

The  Meteorologist  supplied  the  following  statistics  for 
the  year: — 

Height  above  sea  level — 457  feet  in  Stevenson  Screen. 
Latitude— 50.33  N.;  Longitude — 4.10  W. 

The  total  amount  of  rain  was  38.63  ins. 

The  total  number  of  rainy  days  was  181. 

The  average  amount  of  rain  is  47.6  ins. 

The  greatest  fall  was  42.1  mm.  (1.6  ins.)  on  25th  October. 
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RAINFALL  FOR  1949 


Month 

Total 

Depth 

G  reatest 
fall  in 

Date 

Number 

of 

January 

in 

inches 

1.88 

24  hours 
(mm.) 

9.5 

3rd 

Rainy 

Days 

19 

February 

1.98 

15.9 

7th 

14 

March 

1.87 

15.5 

4th 

9 

April  ... 

2.73 

11.7 

2nd 

13 

May 

3.82 

26.6 

27th 

17 

June  ... 

0.59 

5.2 

3rd 

8 

July  . 

1.8 

20.0 

14th 

13 

August 

2.1 

16.8 

14th 

10 

September 

4.45 

37.2 

14th 

16 

October 

9.03 

42.1 

25th 

20 

November 

6.28 

25.3 

17th 

19 

December 

2.1 

8.3 

14th 

23 

38.63  181 


SECTION  D. 

HOUSING 

During  the  year  under  review,  fourteen  council  houses 
were  completed  and  occupied  making  a  total  of  sixty-four 
houses  completed  since  building  commenced  after  the  end 
of  the  war.  During  1949,  eight  houses  were  erected  and 
occupied  by  private  individuals.  The  Housing  Committee 
of  the  Council  have  adopted  a  policy  of  forward  selection  of 
tenancies  so  that  prospective  tenants  know  the  location  of 
their  new  dwellings  during  the  early  stages  of  construction. 

On  31st  December,  1949,  there  were  239  applications  for 
council  houses  on  the  file,  seventy-seven  of  which  had  been 
allocated  accommodation  but  were  not  re-housed  by  the  end 
of  the  year,  therefore  the  number  'of  “live”  applications  at 
that  time  was  162.  Of  these  162  applicants,  thirty-five  were 
noted  to  be  residents  of  other  Local  Authority  Districts  and 
not  employed  in  Tavistock,  so  would  not  therefore  appear 
to  have  any  claim  for  prior  consideration  by  the  Tavistock 
Urban  Housing  Authority. 

The  scheme  referred  to  in  the  last  report  for  erection  of 
bungalows  for  older  persons  has  made  progress  and  at  the 
date  of  compilation  of  this  report  six  such  bungalows  were 
in  course  of  erection  and  erection  of  four  others  was  pend¬ 
ing. 
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At  the  time  of  writing  the  number  of  council  houses  on 
the  various  estates  total  227  occupied.  This  gives  a  ratio 
of  council  houses  to  non-council  houses  of  1:7  approxi¬ 
mately.  In  spite  of  roughly  l/7th  of  the  total  population 
being  already  housed  in  publicly  owned  premises,  there  are 
still  several  patches  of  property  in  the  town  which  from 
their  situation,  congestion  and  effete  nature  truly  come  within 
the  definition  of  slum  areas.  I  would  strongly  urge  the 
Council,  in  further  considering  housing  projects,  to  carefully 
correlate  this  fact  with  their  proposals  in  order  that  this 
blemish  to  the  town  can  in  time  be  eliminated. 


SECTION  E. 

INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD 


Milk 


Forty-six  visits  were  made  to  dairies,  cowsheds  and  milk- 
shops  during  the  year.  No  formal  action  under  the  Regula¬ 
tions  was  found  to  be  necessary.  Since  October,  1949,  the 
supervision  of  farms  and  milk-producing  premises  has  been 
taken  over  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture  and  Fisheries, 
and  the  Local  Authority  are  now  only  responsible  for  the 
supervision  of  dairies  and  milkshops. 

The  following  samples  of  milk  were  taken  during  the 
year:— 

Total 

Grade  Samples  Passed  Failed 

Taken 


Accredited 

Tuberculin  Tested  ... 
Pasteurised  ... 
Undesignated 

Tuberculin  Tested  (School) 
Pasteurised  (School) 


4 

5 
4 

26 

1 

3 


3 
5 

4 
17 

1 

2 


1 

9 

1 


Totals  ...  43  32  11 


Ice  Cream 

Twelve  premises  are  registered  under  Section  14  of  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act,  1938,  for  the  manufacture,  sale  and 
storage  of  ice  cream,  and  were  kept  under  frequent  observa¬ 
tion.  Forty-two  inspections  for  this  purpose  were  made 
during  the  year. 

Seventeen  samples  were  taken  during  the  year,  fifteen 
of  which  passed  the  Methylene  Blue  Test  for  cleanliness. 


12 


The  remaining  two  failed  the  test — one  in  four  hours  and 
the  other  in  three  hours.  The  two  samples  which  failed 
were  obtained  from  a  manufacturer  who  has  since  dis¬ 
continued  this  trade. 

Food  Premises 

Bakehouses.  Twenty-six  inspections  of  the  bakehouses  in 
the  area  were  made  during  the  period  under  review.  The 
majority  were  kept  in  a  satisfactory  condition  but  it  was 
found  necessary  to  instruct  the  proprietor  of  one  to 
thoroughly  clean  out  and  re-decorate  the  premises.  This 
instruction  was  complied  with  and  no  further  action  was 
considered  necessary  other  than  frequent  re-inspection. 

In  addition  two  bakehouses  which  were  structurally  un¬ 
satisfactory  were  dealt  with  as  follows: — 

1.  Structural  alterations  and  works  of  repair  as  requested 
were  completed  by  the  proprietor  at  the  time  of  the  compila¬ 
tion  of  this  report. 

2.  Informal  intimation  was  made  to  the  owners,  who 
have  since  agreed,  to  re-build  this  bakehouse.  Plans  for  a 
new  bakehouse  are  now  in  course  of  preparation. 

Restaurants ,  Cafes  and  Food  Kitchens .  Thirty-three  inspec¬ 
tions  of  these  premises  were  made  during  the  year.  It  was 
found  that  the  majority  of  the  proprietors  were  fully  aware 
of  the  need  for  absolute  cleanliness  of  premises  and  person¬ 
nel  and  endeavoured  at  all  times  to  achieve  this  necessity. 
Some,  however,  were  handicapped  by  the  nature  and  size 
of  the  premises  they  occupy  and  it  is  hoped  that  during  the 
ensuing  year  considerable  improvements  will  be  effected  in 
such  premises. 

Other  Food  Premises,  Sho\ps  and  Stalls.  One  hundred  and 
thirty-nine  visits  were  made  to  these  premises  during  the 
year,  chiefly  for  the  purpose  of  examination  of  tinned  goods 
at  provision  stores,  and  the  inspection  of  butchers’  shops  and 
preparing  rooms.  Generally  the  premises  were  found  to  be 
maintained  in  a  satisfactory  manner. 

Clean  Food  Campaign 

No  action  has  been  considered  to  be  necessary  in  respect 
of  the  organisation  of  special  lectures  and  classes  for  food 
traders  or  their  employees  or  the  public  as  suggested  by 
Circular  M.F. 12/49.  All  food  premises  are  kept  under 
observation  for  compliance  with  the  general  law.  Provision 
of  bye-laws  is  pending  in  accordance  with  Model  Bye-laws, 
Series  1,  of  the  Ministry  of  Food. 
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Food  Poisoning 

No  notifications  were  received  of  food  poisoning  during 
the  year. 

Meat 

The  Ministry  of  Food  abattoir  in  Tavistock  continues  to 
serve  a  large  area  and  inspection  of  the  meat,  which  is  in 
all  respects  satisfactory,  entailed  596  visits  to  the  abattoir 
during  the  year.  The  following  table  shows  a  record  of 
the  work  of  the  officer  responsible. 


Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned 


Cattle 

excluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

and 

Lambs 

Pigs 

Number  killed 

1707 

942 

1457 

7474 

451 

Number  inspected 

1707 

942 

1457 

7474 

451 

All  diseases  except 
Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases 
condemned  ... 

9 

10 

29 

40 

i 

81 

8 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or 
organ  was 
condemned  ... 

1081 

.  i  . 

665 

14 

1615 

\ 

30 

Percentage  of 
the  number 
inspected 
affected  with 
disease  other 
than  Tuber¬ 
culosis 

f 

63.91% 

73.67% 

3.77% 

22.69% 

8.42% 

Tuberculosis  only 
Whole  carcases 
condemned  .. 

12 

42 

8 

_ 

5 

Carcases  of  which 
some  part  or 
organ  was  con¬ 
demned 

93 

155 

34 

Percentage  of 
the  number  in¬ 
spected  affected 
with  Tuber¬ 
culosis 

6.15% 

20.91% 

0.54% 

8.64% 

Cysticercus  Bovis 

Carcases  are  carefully  examined  for  infestation  by  cysti¬ 
cercus  bovis.  During  the  year  under  review  fifteen  cases 
of  this  infestation  were  detected  and  the  carcases  and  offal 
dealt  with  in  the  prescribed  manner. 

Other  Foodstuffs 

The  usual  assortment  of  foodstuffs,  found  on  inspection  to 
be  unsound,  were  dealt  with  in  the  prescribed  manner  and 
a  record  of  the  quantities  and  classification  of  such  food¬ 
stuffs  is  available. 

Action  taken  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  by  the  County 
Inspector 

Twenty-nine  samples  were  taken  in  the  town  during  the 
year  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act.  Nineteen  samples 
were  of  milk  of  which  two  were  not  genuine  with  a  con¬ 
viction  in  one  of  these  cases.  The  average  butter  fat 
content  was  3.90%  and  average  non-fatty  solids  8.92%. 

Of  the  ten  samples  taken  of  other  foodstuffs,  three  were 
found  to  be  unsatisfactory  and  stocks  were  condemned. 


SECTION  F. 

PREVALENCE  OF  AND  CONTROL  OVER 
INFECTIOUS  DISEASES 

The  following  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  notified 


by  practitioners: — 

Measles .  60 

Scarlet  Fever  ...  2 

Acute  Poliomyelitis  ...  ...  1 

Diphtheria  ...  ...  ...  1 

Whooping  Cough  .  1 

The  following  cases  of  infectious  diseases  were  notified 
by  the  schools: — 

Measles .  26 

Influenza  .  5 

Whooping  Cough  .  1 

Scarlet  Fever .  1 

Mumps .  1 


The  town  was  fortunate  during  the  year  in  the  low  inci¬ 
dence  of  infectious  diseases.  Five  cases  of  influenza  were 
notified  by  the  head  teachers  but  this  was  not  substantiated 
by  the  practitioners.  However,  from  other  sources  I  have 
reason  to  believe  that  a  small  outbreak  of  influenza  did 
actually  occur  in  the  spring.  It  is  very  important  that 
notifications  should  be  carefully  attended  to  as  the  Epidemio¬ 
logical  Section  is  doing  research  on  this  subject. 
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Diphtheria .  One  case  of  this  disease  was  reported  during 
the  year  but  from  records  here  it  is  doubtful  if  the  child 
had  ever  been  properly  immunised.  The  School  Medical 
Officer  reported  as  follows:  “I  am  informed  that  the  above 
boy  was  absent  from  the  16th  September,  until  10th  October. 
He  was  ill  again  on  the  19th  October  and  his  doctor  con¬ 
siders  that  he  is  now  suffering  from  the  after-effects  of 
diphtheria.  I  understand  swabs  were  taken  during  his  first 
illness  and  returned  as  negative.” 

This  was  the  first  full  year  that  the  immunisation  service 
was  the  responsibility  of  the  County  Council.  I  am  still  of 
the  opinion  that  the  procedure  would  be  more  efficiently 
organised  on  a  local  basis.  All  possible  assistance  has,  how¬ 
ever,  been  afforded  the  County  Officer  in  the  execution  of 
these  duties. 

Tuberculosis.  The  following  cases  were  notified  during 
the  year: — 

PULMONARY  NON-PULMONARY 

Males  ...  ...  5  Males  ...  ...  0 

Females  ...  ...  1  Females  ...  ...  1 

Total  ...  7 

This  disease  appears  to  have  taken  on  a  strange  new  pro¬ 
pensity  in  so  far  that  the  incidence  now  falls  on  adult  males 
of  the  middle  age  group.  This  is  not  peculiar  to  this  district 
only  but  universal  and  is  the  subject  of  much  speculation. 

An  investigation  was  carried  out  as  to  the  social  strata 
chiefty  affected  by  the  disease  by  analysing  the  rateable 
value  of  the  domicile.  It  was  found  that  the  average  rate¬ 
able  value  of  the  houses  occupied  by  sufferers  was  11.2. 
If  a  comparable  group  of  measles  notifications  is  taken  as 
a  control  group,  it  being  well  known  that  this  disease  attacks 
all  classes  at  random,  it  is  found  that  the  scatter  of  measles 
is  3|  times  that  of  tuberculosis  round  their  respective  means 
which  tends,  in  my  opinion,  to  show  that  the  generally 
accepted  view  in  the  past  that  tuberculosis  was  related  to 
poor  housing  and  low  income  still  holds  today.  This  bears 
out  the  contention  that  considerable  priority  should  obtain 
in  housing  these  sufferers. 

In  conclusion  I  would  thank  the  Chairman  and  Council 
for  the  ready  hearing  I  have  received  at  all  times,  and  also 
to  my  colleague,  Mr.  Colston,  who  has  materially  assisted 
in  the  preparation  of  this  report. 

I  am,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

E.  D.  ALLEN-PRICE, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health, 
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